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Dear Senator/Representative,

Advocacy Unlimited is a peer led nonprofit, with a more than 30-year track record of successful service
delivery in advocacy education, training for peer certification, and support across the state supporting recovery
for individuals struggling with mental health conditions, addiction, and trauma.

For the upcoming 2026 legislative session, Advocacy Unlimited is seeking legislative champions to work
with us on drafting and introducing a bill that elevates peer support in Connecticut.

Peer support workers are people who have been successful in recovery and who help others
experiencing similar situations'. Peer support was deemed an evidence-based practice by the Centers for
Medicaid & Medicare Services in 2007", and there are 48 states who have already adopted state policy to
define peer support. Connecticut used to be a leader in peer support; now we are behind.

There is an already existing model for this legislation - in 2019, HB 7424 Sec. 160 successfully addressed
certification and other matters for a comparable workforce of Community Health Workers (CHW)'. That was a
groundbreaking moment for the CHW profession, and we're asking that you rally for the peer recovery
community similarly in the upcoming legislative session.

We are asking you to work with us on drafting and introducing a bill that will:

Include peer certification in Title 20"

Enact legislative protections of peer certification

Safeguard existing funding for peer support

Define a line item for peer support in the state budget

Establish Medicaid reimbursement for peer support

Mandate a workforce study on peer support through the Office of Legislative Research
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Recently in Connecticut, massive changes have been proposed by the Department of Mental Health and
Addiction Services (DMHAS) that are directly impacting the design and delivery of peer support without
legislative oversight. We believe that you play an important role in elevating peer support for the people living
here in Connecticut.

We hope we can count on your support in the 2026 session, and we will follow up in the next week to
schedule a meeting to explore this opportunity with you. Please feel free to reach out to Jonathan Hirschoff
at jhirschoff@advocacyunlimited.org or by phone (203) 547-5635.

Sincerely,

Michaela I. Fissel, MA (she/her)
Executive Director
Advocacy Unlimited, Inc.

" Peer Support Encompasses a Range of Activities, www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/programs_campaigns/brss_tacs/peer-support-
2017.pdf. Accessed 19 Sept. 2025.

i Smith, Dennis. “Center for Medicaid and State Operations Letter.” Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 15 Aug. 2007,
downloads.cms.gov/cmsgov/archived-downloads/smdl/downloads/smd081507a.pdf. Accessed 19 Sept. 2025.

i House Bill No. 7424 Public Act No. 19-117, www.cga.ct.gov/2019/act/pa/pdf/2019PA-00117-RO0OHB-07424-PA.pdf. Accessed 19
Sept. 2025.

v “Title 20 - Professional and Occupational Licensing, Certification, Title Protection and Registration. Examining Boards.” Connecticut
General Assembly, www.cga.ct.gov/2023/pub/title_20.htm. Accessed 18 Sept. 2025.



